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to prose drama of Western life. We would rather have one poem 
like the " Daguerreotype " or the " Gloucester Moors," one song 
like " Song Flower and Poppy " than twenty prairie or mining 
dramas. It was doubtless of set purpose that Mr. Moody turned 
to interpreting the life of the people, but the life of a people 
is not likely to be caught by any such deliberate, artificial purpose. 
When a man expresses his own soul, and his soul is one with the 
people's, then we have a national poetry. This is only by way of 
saying that after the " Poems " and " The Fire-bringer " the plays 
are disappointing. In itself, however, the " Faith Healer "* is a 
readable, well-constructed play well adapted to the stage. Mr. 
Moody is always capable, professional and interesting. Occasional- 
ly even here the poet in him peeps through, as in Uncle Abe's 
speech about the God Pan : " I'se spied 'm, sittin' in de paw- 
paw bushes, when de snakes a-runnin' an' de jays a-hollerin' an' 
de crick a-talkin' sassy to hisse'f." 

The characters are admirably balanced — the mystical and ex- 
alted wife, old Beeler with his untutored faith in Spencer and 
Darwin, Ehoda, the Magdalene, Martha, busy about many things, 
and the young healer himself living half in the natural and half 
in the supernatural world. It is a good play, but we refuse to ac- 
cept anything less than great poetry from Mr. Moody with en- 
thusiasm. 



CEITICISM. 

It is now several years since Professor Bradley published a 
memorable book on " Shakespearian Tragedy." He was not wholly 
well advised to make another volume, after so long an interval, 
of what remained of his lectures as Professor of Poetry at Oxford.f 
They are not precisely rechauffes, but they are avowedly second 
best, later winnowings, beaux testes. The philosophic atmosphere 
of present-day Oxford has got into the pages, and the discussions 
of the nature of poetry and of tragedy are rather befogged, that 
of the sublime rather bald; many of them expend pomp and 
paraphernalia to say a small and simple thing. Yet that on the 
Shakespearian stage is worth the price of a whole volume of neo- 

*"The Faith Healer." By William Vaughan Moody. Boston: Hough- 
ton Mifflin Company, 1909. 

t" Oxford Lectures on Poetry." By A. C. Bradley. London: Mac- 
millan & Co., 1909. 
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realism, if need were, and most readers will feel the same about 
that on " Shakespeare the Man." All perhaps will feel it, even 
such as radically disagree with his conclusions about what must 
be at the last largely matter of opinion. And on " Antony," on 
" Falstaff," he is only less fine than he was on " Macbeth " and 
" Othello." A special curiosity spices his attitude to the ro- 
mantic poets. Any reader could have foreseen him an impassioned 
Wordsworthian, but not so quickly perhaps an estimate of Shelley 
so fine and high, so all but right. Shelley is rarely understood 
aright, rarely praised enough; the great book on our greatest 
lyrical genius is yet unwritten. But here is a noble harbinger. 
Yet when all is said, the gallanter thing would have been to dis- 
card these notes, as Aristotle, one fancies, discarded so many of 
his, and stand by the single really great book till he was ready 
to do another as fine — even, who knows, perhaps on Shelley ? 



Vernon Lee has given us two books at once this winter by 
reprinting, to the general content, one of fifteen years ago, and 
as in that she recites a sort of palinode to an essay in Buphorion 
she now covers and in a sense sums up the whole of her exquisite 
and priceless contribution to the comprehension and apprecia- 
tion of art, and, furthermore, to the sum of beauty in the world. 
The attitude half of terror, half of exultancy, before the splen- 
dors of the Eenaissance, gave place long ago to a quieter and 
deeper enjoyment that drank of stainless wells and interpreted 
heavenly wisdoms. In " Laurus Nobilis "* she essays the high 
task of reconciling the rarest beauty with daily life, the aesthetic 
bias with passionate care for the common good, the love of art 
with ultra-social morality. She is, in short, a perfect Platonist 
who has come around precisely to where Plato himself ended, and 
in reconciling aesthetics has brought loveliness under the yoke 
of righteousness. Gravely and deliberately she faces all the 
problems and dangers that beset our own instant of time — 
gigantic wealth, declining taste, unconscious grossness and selfish- 
ness on the one side, stunted and sordid apathy on the other. 
Prom such to save us she offers her solution — a valid and austere, 
a beautiful and passionately human and utterly unselfish solu- 

* " Laurus Nobilis : Chapters on Art and Life." By Vernon Lee. 
"Eenaissance Fancies and Studies." By Vernon Lee. London: John 
Lane, The Bodley Head. New York: John Lane Company, 1909. 



